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AMENDMENTS TO THE CI ATMs 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-23 (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard 
substrate and selectively couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the 
multi-part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection 
points, the lanyard connector comprising: 

(A) a lanyard connector body comprising: 

a first body portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard, substrate, the first 
portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the 
first portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; and 

a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first 
body portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively, nonrotatably coupling to the distal 
portion of the first body portion; and 

(B ) a neck extending distally from the distal portion of the fe^second_body 
portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be disposed within and coupled to a 
portion of an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, such that a user can selectively 
detach the first body portion from the second body portion and can selectively detach an 
attachment from the distally extending neck. 
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25. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
first body portion selectively buckles onto the second body portion. 

26. (Currently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
second body portion , comprise a dual male buckle portion that i* ™f^ red to ^ 
disenga ged from 1h. fi m bo dy portion, the dual m a le hnrVl . portion having fi) 

portion and a distal portion, the p ro ximal portion of the fiu* male hucH. P nr^„ --^j^ 
a plurality of protuberance, tha t s electivel y c ouple to the distal nnrtinn of the fiW W y 
portion; and (ii) a disfally extending sp li t neck extm ding from ™ n P posing R ^ nftht > ^ 
male buckle portion, the neck hriri ff c pnfi CT n*l fo b e disno^ w^, n and coup ler) t„ a 
portion of the attachment in a ST gp-fi t tinp rotating cnea^^t W WK the aitarfm^t^ 
porti on o f th o fir s t b od y jHvtio n rn m prirc, , f uui ol u pu rt inn n od th e p .uAh n nl portion of q t tl 
Toro nd body po i l inn c omprise a nm ln portion, th u n .u l n p orti on c o l u H i > ul y budding int o L h u 
fe malo portion . 



27. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
distally extending neck enables the attachment to rotate about the neck. 
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28. (Currently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
second body portion comprises a dual male buckle nnrhnn t hat is confi^ be seWtiv^ly 
disengaged from the fir st body portion, ihn dual male hurirt* p ^on havW- fl) , r ~w.~ nl 

portion and a distal p orti on, the proximal nortion of the dn»l hnckle p ^;^ r ^ inr 

outer protuberance s that am ^ffirfrnf 1v flexible to Sft Wt, w | Y ^ T «, to the dififal ^ 
the first body p or ^on and an elongate profl^ n ^ positioned hetween th* n,,^ 
Brotub erances and configured to selectivel y fit within a mathw n*^ W - <W , ^ 
portion, such that the dual male b u ckle norti on is nnn^Kiy c^,,^ tft ^ w Wy 
portion; and (ii) a du ally exten d split neck extendi fr« m ™ np oosine siAet nf thn Hyal 
male buck)e portion tr, r n eck being confipured to he dhp n,^ within anH , 
p ortion of the attachment in a S nap-fitlin P l r o t a lin r e n^r ment with fly , *H^^ hr 
di etally extending nook compriooo a split ncek , 

29. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
dtstally extending neck comprises a split neck having first and second opposing tapering 
portions configured such that the tapering portions contact a portion of an attachment when 
the attachment is mounted thereon, 

30. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
distally extending neck engages the attachment in a snap-fitting relationship. 
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31. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
neck comprises a split neck comprising opposing right and left neck members, each neck 
member comprising a thinner proximal member and a distal, wider skirt member, wherein 
the proximal members collectively form a proximal portion having a substantially circular 
cross section and the skirt members collectively form a skirt portion which tapers proximally, 
widening as they proceed toward the lanyard connector body. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard 
substrate and selectively couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the 
multi-part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection 
points, the lanyard connector comprising: 

(A) a lanyard connector body comprising; 

a first body portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, the first 
portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the 
first portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; and 

a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first 
body portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively coupling to the distal portion of the 
first body portion; and 

(B ) a split neck extending distally from the distal portion of the fkst -second 
body portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be selectively disposed within 
and coupled to a portion of an attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement, to thereby 
form a lanyard system, the split neck having first and second opposing tapering portions 
configured such that the tapering portions contact a portion of an attachment when the 
attachment is mounted thereon, such that a user can selectively detach the first body portion 
from the second body portion and can selectively detach an attachment from the distally 
extending neck, wherein the first and second body portions are configured to be nonrotatably 
coupled. 
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33. (Currently Amended) A multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard 
substrate and selectively couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the 
multi-part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection 

points, the lanyard connector comprising; 

a female buckle portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, the 
female buckle portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal 
portion of the female buckle portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; 

a dual male buckle portion that is configured to bo selectively disengaged from the 
female buckle portion, the dual male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a 
distal portion, the proximal portion of the dual male buckle portion comprising a plurality of 
protuberances that selectively couple to the distal portion of the female buckle portion; and 
(ii) a distally extending split neck extending from an opposing side of the dual male buckle 
portion, the neck being configured to be disposed within and coupled to a portion of an 
attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating eag^giBg^gagcjn^nlwith the attachment, 

wherein the neck comprises a split neck comprising opposing right and left neck 
members, each neck member comprising a thinner proximal member and a distal, wider skirt 
member, the skirt members tapering and widening proximally, 

such that an attachment can be selectively, snap fit onto the split neck in rotating 
engagement with the split neck and such that a user can selectively detach the male buckle 
portion from the female buckle portion and can selectively detach an attachment from the 
distally extending neck, 

' wherein the proximal portion of the dual male buckle portion is configured to be 
nonrotatably coupled to the female buckle portion. 
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34. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 33, wherein the 
male and female buckle portions are configured to be nonrotatably coupled to each other. 

35. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 33. wherein the 
first and second protuberances each have a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end 
of each protuberance entering a respective recess in the female buckle portion when the male 
buckle portion is coupled to the female buckle portion, and wherein each protuberance 
includes a distally facing notched portion located between a respective proximal and distal 
end of each respective protuberance. 



36. (Currently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 35, wherein the 
diste n ds o f th o p r olubouu i c os e xt e nd from n p porin g righ t an d l o ft pi^nnl curfa o a of a>1 
elengate^^a p^ion of ea ch pmtnhewc mends out „f th. r^,- buckIe 
When the protu berances ^ co pied the reto so as to ry^d through a respective ^ fa _ 
t he female buckle p ortion, s^h that a u ser canunbuckle the nr nt„W, nces bv nTessi ^ 
inwardly therein 



Page 9 of 17 

PAGE 15/23 * RCVD AT 9/17/2004 5:42:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0«EFXRMI5 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8013281707 * DURATION (mm»$s):05»54 



SEP- 17-200.4 FRI 03:45 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



FAX NO. 8013281707 



P. 16 



Application No. 09/931,392 
Amendment "E" doled September 17, 2004 
Reply to Office Action mailed August 1 1 , 2004 

37. (Currently Amended) A lanyard, comprising: 
a lanyard substrate; and 

a multi-part lanyard connector that couples to the lanyard substrate and selectively 
couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the multi-part lanyard connector 
enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection points, the lanyard connector 
comprising: 

(A) a lanyard connector body comprising: 

a first body portion coupled to the lanyard substrate, the first portion having a 
proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the first portion 
couples to the lanyard substrate; and 

a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first 
body portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively, nonrotatably coupling to the distal 
portion of the first body portion; and 

(B ) a nock extending distally from the distal portion of the ft^c^Lbody 
portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be disposed within and coupled to a 
portion of an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, such that a user can selectively 
detach the first body portion from the second body portion and can selectively detach an 
attachment from the distally extending neck. 

38. (Previously Presented) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the neck 
comprises a split neck. 
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39. (Previously Presented) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the distal 
portion of the first body portion comprises a female portion and the proximal portion of the 
second body portion comprises a male portion, the male portion selectively buckling into the 
female portion. 

40. (Previously Presented) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the distally 
extending neck comprises a split neck having first a„d second opposing tapering portions 
configured such that the tapering portions contact a portion of an attachment when the 
attachment is mounted thereon, wherein the distally extending neck engages the attachment 
in a snap-fitting, rotating relationship. 

41. (Currently Amended) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the secoiidjjody 
portion comprises a dual male bucklr nortion th*t i* ^f f^ed to h. gfl w, {w t Y ft—^ 
from the first body porfipn, the dual male burirts Hy ^ r ^ n rrn - fil1iaI DOrtfon ^ . 
djsjal portion, the proximal portion of t he dual ma |fT bu ckle port ion combing a plurality „r 
r^tub erances that selec tive ly coup le to the distal portion of th^rst_b_ody portion: anH , 
di stally exten ding split neck extending from an n nn osing side nf t u, mnV h „ r1f]r 
port ion, the n e ck hemp config ured tn he di s u sed within »nrf ™, P i~i t0 a nortl . ftl1 nf tha 

Mtgclunent in a snap-fi tt in g. rotaW ^ iyi - f] l thr nf Mr ,„,„ , „ rj, ,, )>m1 j l 

nH o ntiv n lybu o lcl o i j mito U in r.onn nd bo d y p o rti o n . 
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42. (Currently Amended) A lanyard as recited in claim 3341, wherein a portion of 
e a ch protuberance extends on t of the first bod y p ortio n w h en the nrotnW.nces are .n„ rH 
the reto so as to he expose through , a res p er tivo rm-s s in the fin* body ^v, , w „ 
^anunbuckl e the protub erances hv nro^ ,w.„n y thrrrnmnn m ] hu uf ^ 



ond body 




43. (Previously Presented) A lanyard as recited in claim 42, wherein the male and 
female buckle portions are configured to be nonrotatably coupled to each other. 
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44. (Currently Amended) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the 



proximal 



Eogjonot the second body p ortin g compri^, , pAality of protllberatirnc ^ 
o^to^t^ or, p f the first body portion^andjhe first and second protuberances 
each have a proximal end and a distal end. the primal end of each protuberance entering a 
respective recess in the i^M^^^ port ion when the ^le^.gc^ndbody 
portion is coupled to the ^^.^J^ portion, and wherein each protuberance 
includes a distally facing notched portion located between a respective proximal and distal 
end of each respective protuberance. 

45. (Currently Amended) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the s^condbody 
pprtion compos a dual male hue-He p ortion th 1t »- r o nfiguxc ^^ 
from the first hoq-v port^, ffi e dual mn1 , hllH de pOT tfmi ht ly im . ffl , 
distal portion, tho proximal poTtio. ^he^u ^ue, buckle nom™ „ o mDrisin(r „„„ 
p rotuberances that arc sufficiently fo . Hrr rj v .l v coun.e tn ^ , al PQrtiftn 

febad y p ortion and an elonpate r j ot^_ c _ e w _ ^ ^ 

mdc pnfi R ured to selectivel y fit with in a matin, r^yjfl^^ DOrHnn fit ,„ h 
th at the dual ma1 e hnckl. por t i on j . n onrotary ^u* «y. fir _ f hf ^ portion; ^ fig) . 
distally extending split n^r e,trn d i n . f ro m „n n^y, ,vu „, me dlia , ^ ^ 
portion, the neck hrin P confi ned tp he dispo^d .Mm^n^led to a portion of ^ 
aMment in a ffnap _ fi , tinp roMfT| . wjt h^ ^^ 

IH^an^ x tond from c PP ooi 1Jfe xigh^e^i m nl curia e o f tho t^e^beP. 
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